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ABOUT THE NAME

Hozho is a Navajo philosophy which encompasses the
concept of striving for balance and harmony. The goal of
Hozho Weaving is to create a balance between living and
work spaces to facilitate a sustainable lifestyle.

CLIENT

The Navajo weaver identifies as a two spirit (nddleehi in
Navajo), meaning they have both a male and a female
spirit. The project reflects this important aspect of their
identity — finding balance between two opposites. They
specialize in Two Grey Hills style, which emphasizes
balance and symmetry.

SITE

Page, Arizona is a relatively new city on the border of

the Navajo Nation. It is quickly gaining popularity in the
tourism industry due to its proximity to Antelope Canyon
and Horseshoe Bend, two of the most photographed sites
in the Southwest. It is also near Lake Powell, which draws
even more tourists.

Page was chosen to be the site for the project not only
because of its robust tourism industry, but also because it
is close to a sacred Navajo site, Rainbow Bridge. Rainbow
Bridge is a naturally formed archway; in Navajo tradition,
one side of the bridge is male, the other is female, and
their union together created rain and rainbows.

Hozho itself is to be located on the western side of the
city, near the Glen Canyon Dam and plenty of hotels

to draw in tourists as customers. The city is quite well
developed with hotels, restaurants, retail stores, grocery
stores, medical facilities, and a post office all within a 20
minute drive from the site.

SITE LOCATION

CONCEPT

Navajo culture emphasizes duality in all aspects of life. However, it
also recognizes that not everything is black and white — everything
exists on a spectrum, just as a two spirit falls on the spectrum between
male and female. Hozho Weaving represents the balance that can be
achieved in the place where two opposites are woven together, just as
the male and female sides of Rainbow Bridge meet. The project seeks
to create a work life balance for the client, as well as address issues of
sustainability and food sovereignty.

CONTAINER ORIENTATION

The configuration of the shipping containers draws on the structure of
traditional Navajo sandpainting. The image (below) illustrates a typical
border that would surround a sandpainting. In Navajo tradition, a long
guardian protects the North, West, and South sides of the painting,
with the East side of the painting being left open, but often guarded

by two lesser guardians. Anything within this structure is believed to
be protected by these guardians. By recreating this structure with the
shipping containers, a central courtyard which evokes a sense of safety
and protection is created.

The shade structure mimics the

shape of a Navajo weaving comb,

with long wooden slats. The structure
encompasses the containers, creating a
balance between natural and industrial
elements on the exterior of the building.

The layout of the public, private, and flex
spaces reflects the balance between two
opposites and where these opposites
meet. The public and private spaces
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meet in the westernmost container and

blend to create a flex space.

The site itself is 786 Torroweap Way, just east of the Glen Canyon
Dam. It is currently an empty plot of land. There are several
residences in the loop surrounding the site. There are also two
hotels and a restaurant located along the same street. The site is
tucked away from the more developed part of the city, allowing for
a quiet living environment. However, the site is located near the
dam, which will draw customers out of the city and towards the
site.
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PUBLIC ENTRANCE

DINING MODE

Desk nests into wall storage unit to
allow for more flexibility. When the
space is public facing, it serves as a
consultation space for customers
to meet with the weaver. When the
store is in online mode, the space
can function as both a gathering
space for the owner and a storage
area for extra supplies.

A floor to ceiling cabinet in the
photography area allows for the
storage of tall lighting equipment.

A white screen pulls down from
the ceiling to provide a white
background for photos.

A small table on casters can be
moved throughout the room and
function both as a surface to shoot
photos on and to store supplies
when it it not in use.

The sides of the dining table fold
down to allow it to be used as a
console table when the space is
in living mode. For dining, the
table folds out to seat up to 10
guests. The table is placed on
casters to allow easy mobility.
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A murphy bed in the guest room
folds up to a desk when it is closed.
This allows the space to function
both as a guest room and a work
space for the owner’s spouse.
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The exterior hallway allows

for more separation of space
between the bedrooms and
living areas. It serves as the
connection between two
opposites, like Rainbow Bridge.

Dining room doors and hallway
doors open up to expand living
space into private courtyard.

A fence divides the public
side of the courtyard from the
private side.

A small produce garden allows
the owner to live a more
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Vertical storage space serves as
both storage and a divider between

the showroom space and the office.

Large sliding doors in the
showroom allow the space to
become more open and have
better ventilation.

The cash area is wide enough
for handicapped employees
to work at the store, as
demonstrated by the ADA
circle.

sustainable lifestyle and have
access to fresh fruits and
vegetables.
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The window at the end of the container
flips open to provide an cash space
where customers are able to pick up
online orders or purchase textiles
without entering the store to promote
physical distancing.
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residents then enter the building
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SHOWROOM )

The showroom uses a neutral
color palette with pops of orange
to let the textiles stand out. The
showroom is open to the maker
space to allow customers to watch

the weaver work.

PRIVATE
COURTYARD

The private courtyard directly

juxtaposes the public courtyard
on the opposite side of the fence.
The two courtyards, while serving
opposite purposes, work together
to create a work life balance both

indoors and outdoors.
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MATERIALS

The complementary colors orange

and blue represent two direct
opposites on the color wheel. They
are also reminiscent of the colors of
an Arizona landscape: reddish orange
rock formations and blue skies and
rivers. Adding pops of these colors
on a backdrop of neutrals allows the
weavings to take center stage in the
showroom. The materials themselves

CORK FLOORING
Comes In Many Patterns
Sound Absorptive
Thermal Insulator

create a balance between natural and
industrial elements, just as the shipping
container’s industrial appearance
balances against the beautiful Arizona

landscape. Highly Sustainable
TERRAZZO
Durable
JUTE CARPETING Easy to Clean

. Eco-Friendly
Sound Absorptive

Soft Underfoot

FAUX LEATHER
Long Lasting
EARTH TONED TILE
Recyclable
Durable

) Connection to Site
Eco-Friendly

Temperature Adaptable

VINYL WALLPAPER
Easy to Clean
Durable
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DINING &
LIVING

The custom dining table allows for
maximum flexible for any number
of guests. The sides of the table
fold down individual, meaning

the resident can use both, just
one, or neither depending on the
number of guests. The bench seat
also serves as an extra storage area

with built in cubbies.

FLEX SPACE )

The flex space has the ability to
function as a consultation space,
a gathering space, or a storage
space. When the store is fully
open to the public, a desk folds
down so that the weaver is able

to meet with clients who want to
commission a textile. When the
store is fully online, the space can
function as more of a storage area
as well as a space for the owner
to gather with their guests simply
by opening the doors to the

courtyard.
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