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Abstract:  
This assignment is a short activity to engage students with hostile design in their everyday 
spaces. “Hostile design” is a relatively new term for a form of design that prevent people from 
using a space (or an object) in a way that is considered inappropriate. The most famous 
examples are using spikes on sidewalks or adding bars to public benches so that no one could 
sleep on them. Although these examples almost immediately communicate their main purpose, 
there are many subtler strategies that serve the same function but disguise them under other 
features. Examples range from boulders and bike racks under bridges, to beautiful barriers and 
very sophisticated designs, such as the infamous Camden Bench. In the public space, hostile 
designs often target specific populations, most commonly, the unhoused. Effectively excluding 
them from the visible face of the city, hostile designs also often escape the public criticism that 
more explicit measures have to face. The assignment follows a lecture on hostile design. Most 
students have no prior exposure to the issue. As the lecture grabs their attention, they become 
more sensitive to the examples all around them. This assignment gives them an opportunity to 
record and better remember their findings. A map where all students share their works also 
helps to notice the scope and scale of it. I have used this assignment both as a short extra 
credit activity for History of Interior Architecture and as a part of a studio that focused on service 
facilities for individuals who experience homelessness. 
 

Learning Objectives:  
• increase awareness of political aspects of design  
• increase attention to the surrounding built 
environment  
• develop skills of analyzing design as part of a larger sociopolitical context  
• gain experience in digital mapping 
 

Criteria: This assignment focuses on the strategies of exclusion through design elements, not 
including policies 
and reinforcement institutions. To limit the scope of the map, the cases must be within the same 
city. Students cannot work on the same case studies unless they offer new perspectives. The 
WordPress blog post component is optional. However, as Google map offers limited formatting, 
options, a link to a blog or other online platforms with more control over visuals is helpful. 
 
 



Process: The assignment follows a lecture on hostile design. Supplementary readings and 
discussion can help students find diverse examples and increase the depth of the project. The 
instructor must provide the base map. (This is a very simple process.) The demo for the student 
part (adding points on the map) takes about 10 minutes. If students are not familiar with 
WordPress, a short introduction is necessary (about 20 minutes in class time for basic pages). 
Students have a week to find and analyze examples around them. In a studio setting, students 
completed this part for the next class, to be followed with a discussion in class. Alternatively, 
students can be tasked with examining other students' cases and grouping and analyzing the 
dominant strategies before the class discussion. 
 

Presentation Method:  
• Digital map, ideally accompanied by WordPress posts  
• Optional follow-up presentation and discussion in class  
 

Evaluation:  
Canvas Rubric summary:  
• Description 2pt  
• Analysis (depth and clarity) 6pt  
• Visual quality and formatting 2pt 

 
Credits: 5  
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