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Abstract:  Material selections can be limited my many factors. Cost, availability, 

client taste and preference, and project suitability are just a few factors 
which may drive the finish selection process. This final project challenges 
students to utilize the product knowledge they have gained in the course 
to select appropriate finishes for a scenario given in a limited amount of 
time and with a limited selection of materials to choose from, simulating 
processes from design practice. Selections must meet the criteria of the 
scenario both in appropriateness, application standards, and provide an 
aesthetically pleasing palette. This will require students to accurately 
apply a broad range of product knowledge as well as creativity in the way 
they assemble a well-designed scheme for a scenario with limited 
resources.> 

 
 
Learning Objectives: Upon completion of this project students will be able to:  

1- demonstrate a breadth of product knowledge appropriate for a 
variety of design scenarios.  

2- accurately select finish selections in an on-the-spot scenario, based 
on their understanding of material properties.  



3- assemble a grouping of materials in an aesthetically pleasing and 
professional but casual manner.  

4- compose a written design statement and justification for materials 
selections based on appropriateness of fit. 
 

 
Criteria:   Students are responsible for producing the following:  

• One page description of the guidelines they will follow to complete their 
design  

• Physical samples for at least the flooring, ceiling, two different wall 
treatments, and at least 4 pieces of furniture. Any furniture tear sheets 
that cannot be removed from the resource materials, should be 
submitted as a sketch with accompanying fabric selection.  

• Information for sourcing each material (i.e., where/how do you get it)  
• Assemble materials loosely on a rigid board and secure with T-pins. Be 

sure to leave room to label your selections. 
 

Process: (As described to students) 'You will be provided a scenario for the space 
you are designing for during class. Before you head to the Resource 
Room, you must generate a list of guidelines you will be following based 
on the scenario provided (not everyone will receive the same scenario). 
Please note any codes you will be following as you make your materials 
selections. Next, proceed to the Resource Room and select one primary 
material. This will be the foundation of your design around which all 
other selections will be focused. Once you have assembled the materials 
as required by the scenario, you will assemble them loosely on a rigid 
board (such as foam core). Lastly you will produce a design statement 
that captures your design intent and relates it to the scenario you are 
designing for.'> 

 
 
Presentation  
Method: Students must present their material selections on one 18' x 24' board, 

with design statement and materials guidelines affixed to the back. 
 
Evaluation:  Projects will be graded based on multiple elements:  

• inclusion of all deliverables  
• appropriateness of materials selected for your given scenario  
• pleasant aesthetic is achieved in assembling the materials  
• presentation demonstrates attention to detail and high level of 

professionalism. 
 
 
Credits:  This project is worth 20% of the overall course grade. 



 
 
References:  For reference, students are directed to the following materials:  
 
Materials for Interior Environments, Bingelli, C. Texture and Materials, Gagg, Publisher: AVA 
Publishing (Bloomsbury)  
 
Interior Design Materials and Specifications. 2nd edition, Godsey, L. 
 
 
Documentation: documents attached 
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Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Grade: _____________/50               
                  

                 
 Additional Comments:    

 Excellent Above Average Good Fair Poor 
Presence and 
inclusion of all 
deliverables (10 pts) 

All deliverables 
including materials 
board and written 
components are 
present, all project 
parameters adhered to 

Minimal number 
of missing or 
partial 
deliverables 

Noticeable omissions 
from deliverable list 
and project 
requirements 

Considerable number 
of missing elements 

Project is only 
marginally complete 

Craftsmanship, 
attention to detail, 
and quality of 
presentation (20 pts) 

Deliverables presented 
are of high quality and 
in a clear and organized 
manner, without 
obvious craftsmanship 
flaws.  Materials are 
appropriately sized on 
the boards. 

Deliverables 
mostly organized 
and of high 
quality, but craft 
or organization 
may leave room 
for improvement. 
Some materials 
may be under or 
oversized. 

Generally acceptable 
presentation but 
lacks polish and 
attention to detail.  
Several materials are 
not appropriately 
sized. 

Considerable 
elements of 
presentation quality 
and finesse are 
overlooked.  Many 
sizing issues.  

Lacks all attention to 
detail or adherence 
to project 
parameters. 

Appropriateness and 
aesthetic quality of 
materials presented 
and their relationship 
to one another and 
the project (20 pts) 

Material selections are 
appropriate for all 
applications and are 
aesthetic pleasing to the 
eye.  Materials and 
project components are 
presented in an 
attractive graphic 
format that enhances 
the visual aesthetic.    

Materials 
selections are 
generally 
appropriate 
mostly create a 
pleasing aesthetic.  
Graphic 
components are 
good but may lack 
polish.  

Most but not all 
selections are 
appropriate, or have 
overlooked 
important elements 
in the space.  Project 
is well organized but 
lacks polish and an 
organized aesthetic. 

Project is lacking 
visually, with little 
attention given to 
aesthetic qualities.  
Material selections 
are average but do 
not generate a 
specific aesthetic. 

Significant issues 
with materials 
selection and no 
attention to aesthetic 
qualities of materials 
presented. 
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Scenario 1: 

You are responsible for selecting appropriate finishes for a Wounded Warrior Rehabilitation 

and Recreation Center and Retreat.  The Center houses a prosthetics fitting and testing 

center, team sports, group meetings and events, and rehabilitation services (physical, 

occupational, recreation therapy, etc.), in a remote location in outside of Phoenix, AZ.  The 

Retreat affords Wounded Warriors and their families an opportunity to participate in a live-

in rehabilitation and rejuvenation in a climate that supports healthy joint function year 

round, allowing patients to visit any time of the year.  You may select one particular area of 

the center to focus your selections on, but it must be noted in your work. 

 

Scenario 2: 

You are responsible for selecting appropriate finishes for a vacation bungalow in Bora Bora.  

The bungalow sleeps 2 people and is available for long and short term vacation rentals.  

The one bedroom, 1 bath structure is located on a raised dock overlooking a shallow 

lagoon, positioned 200’ out from shore. It includes a wrap-around covered porch, kayaks, 

and a small private skiff for transportation around the lagoon.  The bedroom is lofted above 

the living space, with a full kitchen, bath, and eating area on the main level.  The bungalow 

is one of only 5 structures built along the shore of the lagoon.  You may select either the 

living space or bedroom space, or both for your project, but the focus must be noted in 

your work. 

 

Scenario 3: 

You are responsible for selecting appropriate finishes for a Technology Lab and Testing 

Center for a gaming software startup.  Their space requires private offices, collaborative 

spaces, and an area for large scale multiple-screen display.  Their culture is casual and 

innovative, and they want to preserve this is in their office design.  They are located in 

Pittsburgh, PA, an industrial city center known for its growing tech-based economy.  The 

climate prevents outdoor recreation during the winter season, so the company desires 

solutions for keeping their employees active in an indoor environment while maximizing 
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productivity.  You may select one particular area of the center to focus your selection on, 

but it must be noted in your work. 
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final project  
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project length 1 class period 
 
               skills program synthesis 
 material evaluation 

finish selection 
critical thinking 

 
resources Department Resource Room 

Materials for Interior Environments, Bingelli, C. 
 Texture and Materials, Gagg, Publisher: AVA Publishing (Bloomsbury) 
 Interior Design Materials and Specifications. 2nd edition, Godsey, L. 
  
 
    assignment Material selections can be limited my many factors.  Cost, availability, client 

taste and preference, and project suitability are just a few factors which 
may drive the finish selection process.  To this point in the semester you 
have had unlimited resources with which to design.  This final project 
challenges you to utilize the product knowledge you have gained in this 
course to select appropriate finishes for the scenario given to you in a 
limited amount of time and with a limited selection of materials to choose 
from.  You must assemble a finish board for the scenario provided using 
only the materials that remain in the resource room.  Your selections must 
meet the criteria of the scenario both in appropriateness, application 
standards, and provide an aesthetically pleasing palette.  This will require 
accurate and broad product knowledge as well as creativity in the way you 
assemble a well-designed scheme for your scenario with limited resources.   

 
 
  
procedure You will be provided a scenario for the space you are designing for during 

class.  Before you head to the Resource Room, you must generate a list of 
guidelines you will be following based on the scenario provided (not 
everyone will receive the same scenario).  Please note any codes you will 
be following as you make your materials selections. Next, proceed to the 
Resource Room and select one primary material.  This will be the 
foundation of your design around which all other selections will be focused.  
Once you have assembled the materials as required by the scenario, you 
will assemble them loosely on a rigid board (such as foam core). Lastly you 
will produce a design statement that captures your design intent and relates 
it to the scenario you are designing for. 

 
deliverables You are responsible for producing the following: 
 

 

IND 3480 Materials 
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methods 
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final project cont’d

• One page description of the guidelines you will follow to complete
your design

• Physical samples for at least the flooring, ceiling, two different wall
treatments, and at least 4 pieces of furniture.  Any furniture tear
sheets that cannot be removed from the resource materials, should
be submitted as a sketch with accompanying fabric selection.

• Information for sourcing each material (i.e., where/how do you get it)
• Assemble your materials loosely on a rigid board and secure with T-

pins.  Be sure to leave room to label your selections.

deliverable 

assessment 

This exercise will be completed on the last day of class, December 4, 
DURING CLASS TIME. No specific sample size is required for any 
material, but each of your selections must fit on your board.  You will 
adhere the design statement and guidelines pages to the back of your 
materials board, along with your name and the scenario you were provided. 

Projects will be graded based on multiple elements: 

• inclusion of all deliverables
• appropriateness of materials selected for your given scenario
• pleasant aesthetic is achieved in assembling the materials
• presentation demonstrates attention to detail and high level of

professionalism

Be prepared to discuss your assignments in class.  This assignment is worth 50 points and 
will be due at the end of class on December 4th.   

format









Hayleigh Engelhardt 

Guidelines – 

The project materials specified are for a Wounded Warrior Rehabilitation and Recreation Center and 

Retreat. Prosthetics fitting and testing center, team sports, group meetings and events, and 

rehabilitation services are provided within the building, and materials must be appropriate for this 

healthcare/commercial environment. The location is in Phoenix, Arizona – a climate that supports 

healthy joint function all times of year. All specifications can either be for one of the rooms within the 

building or a variety of rooms that the building services.  

 

Design Statement –  

All of the materials and specifications for the Wounded Warrior Rehabilitation and Recreation Center 

are selected appropriately for the users of the building to work and heal in a comfortable environment. 

Flooring Materials are resilient and cork based to allow for high traffic and use of recreation equipment. 

The materials mimic a nature based environment to make the users and workers feel in touch with 

nature – proven to give a soothing and calming feel. Greens and warm tan colors are the wall covering 

material, and unique three form wall panels give a visual break from the painted walls. Upholstery 

materials are commercial grade to be durable in a high traffic environment and cleanable for a 

healthcare environment. Lounge furniture pieces are specified for the lobby and meeting spaces to 

provide comfort and adequate support to help healing patients get in and out of furniture. Overall, the 

design decisions were based so a commercial healthcare environment of healing individuals can relax in 

a supportive and soothing environment.  
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