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 Level Undergraduate Sophomore (2nd Semester) 
 
 Duration I day (12 hours) 
 
 Abstract The Festival of Lights provided students with an opportunity to experience a   
  teamwork environment among both peers and professionals. During this full day  
  activity, which served as a final project in the Lighting Design class, the students  
  developed lighting displays on campus relating to a particular theme.  Lighting  
  products ranging from linear lighting, spot lighting, RGB lighting and more were  
  donated from various manufacturers and professionals for students to experiment  
  with and integrate into their displays. Students presented their ideas and responded  
  to a reflection survey.  This activity both enhanced the learning experience for the  
  students and presented an awareness of lighting design to the entire campus  
  community.  

 Learning Objectives -  To understand advanced lighting equipment, appropriate placement, and set up. 
  -  To create quick and effective lighting design concepts. 
  -  To understand the value of collaboration with professionals including lighting  
   designers, manufacturers, and representatives. 
 
  This project also aligns with some of the CIDA 2014 Professional Standards. 
  5a. Students have awareness of teamwork structures and dynamics. 
  5c. The interior design program includes learning experiences that engage   
   students in multi-disciplinary collaboration, leadership, and teamwork. 
  12b. Students competently select and apply luminaires and light sources. 
 
 Criteria  Students were placed into teams with lighting design professionals.  Each team  
  consisted of 3-4 students and 2-3 professionals. Teams develop a lighting display  
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  relating to a particular theme using the variety of lighting equipment and props  
  provided. 
 
 Process Prior to the date of the lighting activity, a number of tasks must be completed by the  
  instructor.  Students may be asked to participate in these tasks, as well. Professionals  
  must be contacted for donations of lighting equipment as well as participation on  
  project teams. Sites on campus should be selected prior to the activity, and facilities  
  should be contacted to ensure adequate power and outlets to support the   
  equipment. It is best to create project packets that include extension cords, electrical 
  and/or duct tape, zip ties, scissors and other useful supplies for the day of the event.  
  Also, plan to market the event both on campus and to the local design community,  
  to bring recognition to this collaborative activity. (Examples of Marketing Materials  
  are included in the supplementary documents.) 
 
  On the day of the lighting activity, there are 5 key phases that take place: 
 
  1)  Meet and Greet 
   Ask the professionals to arrive in the morning bringing lighting equipment  
   donations. Place students into teams with the professionals (3-4 students per  
   team + 2-3 professionals). Distribute starter packets including some supplies  
   (extension cords, tape, tools, etc…), and provide each team with their site on  
   campus for their specific display. Announce the theme for the event. (Countries  
   of the World was the selected theme for 2015.) Walk the sites with the teams to  
   show locations for power and to discuss rules and restrictions. 
 
  2)  Ideation 

Teams should meet to begin brainstorming their display. Provide them with 
sketchbooks and markers, so they can visually begin to represent their ideas. 
After they develop a proposed design, teams should regroup. The professionals 
who brought equipment can give short presentations regarding the equipment. 
Allow students the opportunity to experiment with the different types of lighting. 
It is best to have a room set up with blacked out windows to adequately see the 
effect of the different lighting types. To allow for fair distribution of lighting 
equipment, hold an auction for teams to select their lighting in a round-robin 
format. Teams also may provide a “wish list” of props, to be purchased in the 
afternoon and integrated into their displays. (Examples of props include: 
additional extension cords, colored paper, fabric, colored gels, paint, glitter, 
etc…) Before teams disperse, have each team present their ideas and participate 
in an all-group sharing session. 

 
  3)  Installation 

Teams should spend a minimum of 4 hours building their props and setting up 
their displays, as well as programming lighting equipment. During this time, the 
instructor should circulate among the groups to ensure a smooth process and 
note student participation. 
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  4)  Presentation 

After dark, the displays should be illuminated for a few hours. Teams should 
make final adjustments just after sundown before the public viewing. Invite the 
campus community and public to view the displays.  Teams should remain by 
their site and give short presentations on their displays. 

 
  5)  Reflection 

Create a survey to distribute to students at the end of the event to receive 
feedback, and have them reflect on what they learned through this process. 

 
 Presentation Method Students should present twice during the activity.  Initially they will present their  
  design concepts during a short sharing session at the end of the ideation phase. This  
  allows for feedback from the other teams.  At the close of the day, while the lighting  
  displays are lit up, students should explain their techniques to the public visitors who  
  viewed their displays. 
 
 Evaluation The public was invited to vote for their favorite lighting display, and prizes were  
  awarded. For their grade, students were evaluated on their level of participation  
  based on instructor observation throughout the day. At the close of the event,  
  students were required to complete a survey, analyzing their experience. 
 
  Some comments from the students' evaluation surveys included: 
 
  “This event was definitely valuable. Before the event, I had a hard time picturing what 
  certain lights looked like while being used (beam spread, CRI.) I now feel as if I have a 
  better understanding of how certain beam spreads and lighting qualities look while  
  illuminated” 
 
  “The professionals we were lucky to have worked with were extremely influential on  
  my experience. They taught us about their products and methods of using them all  
  throughout the day. Their experience supplied each of us with more real life   
  knowledge, which for me is always more beneficial. By the end of the day my group  
  had been interacting as if we were all classmates and friends.” 
 
   Similarly, the professionals provided positive feedback such as: 
  ”I think all of the students of all teams came together with a creative blend of  
  material design and well-conceived lighting treatments.” 
 
 Credits The inspiration for this activity came from a project administered by a previous  
  lighting professor I had while in graduate school, Andrea Hartranft. It was her  
  expertise and influence that allowed me to develop such a successful activity for my  
  lighting design class. 
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 References The text used in the course for students to learn about lighting techniques prior to  
  this activity was: Fundamentals of Lighting by Susan M. Winchip, 2nd edition,  
  Fairchild Books, 2011.  
 
  Other resources included information and equipment provided from a variety of  
  lighting manufacturers. 
 
 Appendix A1 Student Project Brief 
  A2  Team Project Brief and Rules 
  A3 Festival of Lights Schedule 
  A4 Festival of Lights Marketing Poster 
  A5 Photos of the Process and Completed Installations 
  A6 Survey Questions 
  A7 Grading Rubric 

 

	  



A1- Student Project Brief for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative 

 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

 
Main Objective: 

Students will complete an all-day lighting design charrette in teams with professional lighting designers, 

representatives and manufacturers. Using lighting design techniques learned throughout the course, 

students will design and install an outdoor lighting display related to a particular theme/topic. The 

displays will integrate a variety of lighting equipment types, donated by lighting manufacturers and 

representatives, as well as props. Students must actively participate in all phases of the design charrette 

including ideation, installation, and presentation of the final design. 

 

Deliverables: 

-Sketches and notes to be presented during a sharing session on the day of the event  

 

-A physical lighting display to be shared with and presented to the public 

 

-Responses to reflection questions to be submitted after the event 
 

Important Project Considerations: 

-Consider how lighting interacts with different surface types and textures when choosing light fixtures 

and placing them. 

-Props are allowed, so select items that may add drama, sparkle, interesting shadows, or unique textures 

to your display. 

-While the professionals are here to share their expertise and assist with the installations, this is a 

student-driven project.  All students should be openly participating in the design and creation of the 

displays as well as leading the presentation sessions.  Participation during all phases of the project will 

directly affect an individual’s grade. 

-Students are expected to participate for the entire event. (Please see the instructor separately if you 

have any other class, sports, or professor meeting conflicts.) 

 

Due Dates: 

-Friday, May 1st (10am-10pm): Festival of Lights Event (A more detailed schedule will be provided closer 

to the event day,) 

 

-Thursday, May 6th: Complete the online survey containing reflection questions related to the event. 

 
 



FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSFESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
TEAM 1:  Students: Add Names

  Professionals: Add Names

SITE:   Add team’s site location and details

THEME: Add Theme (Theme for 2015 :COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD! In the spirit of  the 

International Year of  Light, each team will choose a country. How can you depict this 

culture using light and props?  Will you represent the country’s colors, flag, 

significant landmarks, and/or cuisine?) 

PROJECT INTENT : Develop a lighting display using props as needed.  Think about 

using color, lighting to create a feeling or sensation, or using the lighting to create 

imagery related to your chosen country.

RULES: 

 1) Safety is our #1 priority.  Please avoid creating any tripping hazards,  tape  

 down all cords that crossover walkways using bright visible tape, and avoid  

 placing lighting in any direct path.

 2) Use the props and cords provided in your kit.  If  additional props  or   

 supplies are needed, your group has $50.00 to spend.  Please  provide   

 (Instructor Name) with your wish list by 1:45pm.  All wish list  items must be  

 able to be purchased from Home Depot or Michaels. Additional supplies or  

 props may be used from your dorm if  you have something you would like to  

 use.

 3) Unpack all lighting supplies and equipment in an organized manner, so that  

 it may easily be repacked for returning to our donors. Please leave things as  

 you orginally found them.

 4) Temporarily, black out existing exterior lighting as needed.

 MOST IMPORTANTLY- HAVE FUN!!!!

A2- Team Project Brief and Rules for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative



FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSFESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
SCHEDULE

Thank you to our sponsors: Thank you to our contributors: 

#IYL2015   # We Love Light

Coffee, Meet and Greet, Form Teams, Receive Project Packets,  

     Review Schedule for the Day 

Team Meetings; Develop Theme Ideas and Lighting Concepts  

     

Lighting Fixture “Auction,” Teams choose material and    

     equipment to use for their displays

LUNCH BREAK and Idea Sharing 

Fixture and Display Installation 

BUFFET DINNER 

RECEPTION- ALL INVITED 

Final Lighting Adjustments, Team Presentations, Public Viewing  

     and Voting 

Prizes awarded 

Clean Up and Tear Down Displays     

REFLEX LIGHTING

Come light up the night with us!Come light up the night with us!

 Hartranft Lighting Design

A3- Schedule for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative



FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSFESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
LIGHTING MANUFACTURERS & REPRESENTATIVES, 

LIGHTING PROFESSIONALS, 

Thank you to our sponsors: Thank you to our contributors: 

& STUDENTS
come together for an all day lighting 

extravaganza, partnering industry and 
academia to provide a collaborative, hands-on 

lighting experience as part of  the interior 
design curriculum

Friday, May 1st   10am-10pm
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Enjoy an evening stroll around campus to view the 
displays at 7:00pm and vote for your favorite!

Event Location: 
Mount Ida College 

777 Dedham Street, Newton MA 

REFLEX LIGHTING

Come light up the night with us!Come light up the night with us!

 Hartranft Lighting Design

A4- Marketing Poster for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative



Beginning Team Meetings

A5- Photos of the Process and Completed Installations for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative



Coming  up with a strategy



Brainstorming



Learning about Lighting Equipment



Testing Lighting Equipment



Building Props



Display Set Up



Final Display 1



Final Display 2



Final Display 3



Final Display 4



A6- Survey Questions for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative 

 

 

Student Name: 

1) What key roles did you take on during the planning and installation phases of your lighting 

display? 

2) What were the most challenging and/or rewarding parts of your experience with the Festival of 

Lights? 

3) How do you think this event changed your perspective on lighting design? 

4) What about the Festival of Lights activity surprised you? 

5) Do you think this event was a valuable part of your learning experience at Mount Ida College? 

Why or Why Not? 

6) Do you think this event had an effect on the Mount Ida Community as a whole? How? If not, 

why? 

7) What benefit do you think there was to having an event where you can interact and collaborate 

with professionals? How did the professionals enhance your experience at this event? If not, 

why? 

8) Additional Comments:  



A7- Grading Rubric for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative 
 

ID218 Lighting Design 

Spring 2015 

Festival of Lights- Grading Rubric 

STUDENT NAME: 
DATE: 
GRADE:         /10 
 

Grading Criteria: 
Festival of Lights 

Excellent, Exceptional 
(2.5 points) 

Demonstrated 
Strengths 

(2.2 points) 

Average/Fundamental 
Mastery 

(1.9 points) 

Questionable or 
Incomplete Mastery 

(0-1.8 points) 

Total 
Points: 

Content: 
-Presentations included visual 

representation of lighting design 

concepts 

-Lighting display included 

sophisticated lighting design 

strategies and adequately 

represented proposed theme 

-Demonstrated understanding of 

lighting design techniques through 

successful lighting display 

 

 

CLEAR and DETAILED  

presentations of lighting 

concepts; Lighting display 

showed complete 

UNDERSTANDING of 

different types of lighting 

design techniques; Concept 

and design approach was 

VERY THOUGHTFUL  

MOSTLY SUCCESSFUL 

presentations of lighting 

concepts; Lighting display 

showed ADEQUATE 

UNDERSTANDING of 

different types of lighting 

design techniques; Concept 

and design approach was 

THOUGHTFUL 

Presentations of lighting 

concepts were 

INADEQUATE; Lighting 

display showed LITTLE 

UNDERSTANDING of 

different types of lighting 

design techniques; Concept 

and approach was 

UNCLEAR 

Did NOT participate in 

lighting concept 

presentations; Concept and 

approach was 

INCOMPLETE 

 

Visual and Verbal Presentation: 
-Presentations were engaging and 

professional 

-Student is well spoken, engages 

the audience and makes eye 

contact 

Verbal presentations were 

PRACTICED and 

PROFESSIONAL; 

EFFECTIVE use of lighting 

design language; 

EXCEPTIONAL use of 

visuals and VERY 

ORGANIZED presentations 

Verbal presentations were 

CLEAR; MODERATE use 

of lighting design language; 

ADEQUATE use of visuals 

and ORGANIZED 

presentation 

Verbal presentation is 

somewhat UNCLEAR; 

MINIMAL use of lighting 

design language; 

ATTEMPTED use of visuals 

and DISORGANIZED 

presentation 

UNPROFESSIONAL 

verbal presentation; 

LIMITED use of lighting 

design language; Visuals 

are LACKING and 

presentation is UNCLEAR 

 

Professionalism and Teamwork: 
-Student was an active team 

participant  

-Student exhibited mature and 

professional behavior when 

interacting with team members 

Student showed 

INITIATIVE and 

ACTIVELY participated in 

the project; Student was 

PROFESSIONAL and 

MATURE  

Student showed SOME 

INTIATIVE and MOSTLY 

participated with his/her 

team; Student was 

SOMEWHAT 

PROFESSIONAL 

Student did not participate 

with his/her team to the 

FULL EXTENT and showed 

LITTLE initiative and 

professionalism 

Student did NOT actively 

participate in the project; 

Student handled 

him/herself 

UNPROFESSIONALLY 

 



A7- Grading Rubric for Festival of Lights: A Hands-On Lighting Collaborative 
 

ID218 Lighting Design 

Spring 2015 

Festival of Lights- Grading Rubric 

Grading Criteria: 
Festival of Lights 

Excellent, Exceptional 
(2.5 points) 

Demonstrated 
Strengths 

(2.2 points) 

Average/Fundamental 
Mastery 

(1.9 points) 

Questionable or 
Incomplete Mastery 

(0-1.8 points) 

Total 
Points: 

Completion of Assignment: 

-Student participated in all phases 

of the project and was present for 

the entire event. 

-Student completed the survey 

responses by the deadline. 

Student participated in ALL 

parts of the project to the  

HIGHEST DEGREE; 

Student submitted survey 

responses ON TIME 

Student participated in the 

MAJORITY of the project 

phases, and/or submitted 

the survey responses within 

12 hours of the deadline 

Student participated in 

VERY FEW of the project 

phases, and/or submitted 

within 24 hours of the 

deadline 

Student’s participation was 

LACKING and/or he/she 

submitted the survey 

responses after 24 hours of 

deadline. 

 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     /10 

 

 


