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don’t stop the music 

Our intergenerational space features a circular infinity-inspired 
shape where two circles are colliding and coexisting together, one 
signifying young and another old. The focus was to create a space 
that bridged the gap between generations using music. Wide, level 
surfaces ensure easy navigation, while soft textures, and garden 
views enhance sensory engagement. Thoughtfully placed seating 
invites conversation, and interactive instruments captivate younger 
visitors without disrupting the tranquility. This inclusive design 
encourages exploration, reflection, and connection, providing a 
harmonious environment where all ages can coexist and thrive. 

We considered how a local family within walking distance of the site would like to use this space intergenerationally, specifically grandparents and 
their grandchildren. This intergenerational space uses interactive instruments to help unite generations through music – whether it is producing or 
enjoying it. The space features a hanging xylophone, interactive piano steps, and an audio waveform visualization tool, which displays amplitude 
changes over time for live music performances. The wooden sculpture creates a shady spot for children to play and observe. Curved benches create 
a small auditorium-like environment for performances and offer a place to sit and rest.  

The area features a zero-threshold entry and exit, non-slip concrete pavers for stability, pour-in-place-rubber flooring to soften a potential fall, as well 
as walkways that are shaded for thermal comfort. The wood used from Vintage Lumber is reclaimed and therefore recycled for this project. The wood 
and stone are both sourced from local companies with strong ethical and sustainable construction and mining practices. 
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The storage rooms and flex rooms are equipped with movable 
furniture that can be easily rearranged for intimate, face-to-face 
intergenerational interactions. The stadium seating that faces 
the center, supports structured  events such as a concert that 
foster meaningful connections across generations.
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The intuitvely designed xylophone and floor-embedded piano opens opportunities 
for play and imagination. The playful infinity loop-inspired sculpture offers children 
a hidden space to share secrets.  The combination of above offers felxibility and 
adaptability , which are important elements of intergenerational space (Nelischer, & 
Loukaitou-Sideris, 2023).

Studies have highlighted that the beginning of meaningful intergenerational interactions don’t happen spontaneously—structured events are key to 
bringing children and adults together to enable them to connect in a shared activity (Meyer, 2024). However, it is often in the unstructured, informal 
moments outside of these organized activities where the most meaningful interactions and friendships between older adults and younger children 
are likely to form (Lyndon & Moss, 2023).

Musical activities accomodate a broad spectrum of skills and ages, from simple skills like singing, which is well understood across both age groups, 
to more complex ones like playing instruments. These activities can take the form of structured events such as community choir practice, music 
trivia nights, live concerts of reimaged classics, retro dance parties, or story telling through music sessions. They can also unfold in unstructured 
moments, inspire each other during a jam session of interpreting same music differently, or playing music themed board games in the flex room. 
Not only it helps mulitple generations to bond, but also musical events improve individuals’ well-being (Jenkins, Farrer, & Aujla, 2021). 
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Inclusivity

The sensory wall, featuring rough stone textures, offers a tactile 
experience for all visitors. A music waveform visualizer helps 
individuals with hearing impairments engage with the music, while 
the flex room is equipped with bone-conduction headphones, 
allowing users to enjoy a personal music experience.

Accessibility

The space features  a zero-threshold entrance and exit, 
and wheelchair manuverable rubber and concrete flooring, 
accomodating people of all abilities and ages.

Safety

The soft rubber flooring in the 
central area allows kids to play 
without worry or discomfort. 
Handrails are provided in spots 
where individuals can sit and rest 
as needed.

Natural Elements

The space is framed by native, 
bee-friendly greenery on the 
ceiling  wood slats and seating. 
Most building materials, 
including wood and stone, 
are sourced locally to further 
integrate the space with its natural 
surroundings. It is also located 
inside a loop of paved walkway, 
which offers a wide range  of 
activities.


